
the Ochoco Unit, one with a one-elk 
and one with a bull-only bag limit. The 
total number of archery tags in each 
category will be determined next June 
but antlerless harvest on National Forest 
land will be reduced, again to help boost 
populations.
• Change spike-only archery tags from 
general season to controlled in three 
premier elk units: Mt. Emily, Walla 
Walla, and Wenaha. The purpose of the 
rule change is to close a loophole that 
allowed spike-only tag holders with 
general season tags to poach trophy elk 
in these units but pretend to have shot the 
elk elsewhere. Bowhunters who choose 
to hunt one of these trophy units will be 
limited to these units.
• Require an archery elk tag to archery 
hunt deer in the Mt. Emily, Walla Walla, 
and Wenaha units, again to reduce poach-
ing.
• Limit camping to designated sites and 
end cross-country motor vehicle travel on 
the White River Wildlife Area.
• Change some boundaries to travel man-
agement areas.
• Reduce size of bowhunting closure area 
in the Columbia Basin unit.
• Clarify the definition of “spike only” 
and proof of sex requirements.
 
Commission elects vice chair
 In October the ODFW Commission 
elected Commissioner Michael Finley 
vice-chairman of the Commission. Finley 
is President of the Turner Foundation, 
a private grant-making foundation that 
supports hundreds of grassroots, national 
and international organizations. Before 
joining the Turner Foundation, he spent 
32 years with the National Park Service. 
During his career, Finley was Superinten-
dent of Yellowstone National Park for 6.5 
years and also served as Superintendent 
of Yosemite and Everglades national 
parks and Assateague Island National 
Seashore.
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Penalty set for failing 
to report harvest
 The Fish and Wildlife Commission in 
October adopted a rule that will penalize 
hunters $25 if they fail to report deer and 
elk hunt results by the deadline. 
  The penalty will begin with the pur-
chase of 2014 hunting licenses. Hunters 
who fail to report their 2012 deer and 
elk tags by the deadline (Jan. 31, 2013, 
for most tags) will have to pay the one-
time $25 fee to purchase a 2014 hunting 
license. (These licenses go on sale Dec. 
1, 2013.)
  The Oregon State Legislature gave 
ODFW the ability to charge a penalty 
fee of up to $25 last year. ODFW staff 
had proposed a $10 penalty fee, but 
Commissioners voted to set the fee at 
$25 as they felt hunters who were not 
reporting would be more likely to take 
notice of the requirement with a higher 
fee. Some hunters also testified in favor 
of the higher fee.
  Hunters can report online or by calling 
1-866-947-6339. The automated system 
used for hunters who report by phone 
will soon be replaced by customer ser-
vice representatives who can take hunt 
results over the phone, which should 
make things easier for any hunters that 
had trouble with the automated system.
  Reporting hunt results for all deer, 
elk, pronghorn antelope, cougar, bear 
and turkey tags purchased (even when 
tags go unfilled or the buyer never went 
hunting) has been mandatory for several 
years. ODFW needs the information to 
determine harvest and effort levels, es-
timate populations and set tag numbers. 
But last year, the fourth year of “Manda-
tory Reporting” with no penalty, results 
were reported on only 41 percent of tags 
purchased.
  Deer and elk tags are some of the 
most under-reported, and information 

from these hunts is critical for setting 
tag numbers and seasons. But despite 
heavy promotion of the requirement and 
incentives for reporting, the reporting rate 
still isn’t high enough for ODFW to use 
the data.  Another problem is that hunt-
ers who are successful are more likely to 
report than those who didn’t fill their tag, 
which skews harvest numbers.
  ODFW has continued to survey hunt-
ers through phone calls in order to get 
usable harvest data, but needs to phase 
out these expensive calls. With so many 
people using cell phones and not provid-
ing their phone number, ODFW is also 
finding it more and more difficult to reach 
hunters by phone.
  Other changes to the 2013 Big Game 
Regulations:
• Cut antlerless elk hunting on national 
forestland on the west slope of the Cas-
cades and in the Ochoco Unit, due to 
declining elk numbers on National For-
est lands. Archers, muzzleloader hunters 
and hunters with disability permits will 
no longer be able to take “any elk” – the 
bag limit will be a legal bull.
• Offer two types of archery tags for 

Hunters will face a $25 penalty for 
failing to report their harvest.



OUTDOOR
OUTLOOK

OCTOBER 28
Rocky Mountain elk
1st season closes

NOVEMBER 2
Western deer rifle season closes; 

Deadline to buy elk tags for
2nd Rocky Mountain season

NOVEMBER 3
2nd Rocky Mountain elk

season opens;
Youth general rifle season

western deer hunt weekend

NOVEMBER 4
Youth general rifle season

western deer hunt weekend

NOVEMBER 6
Election Day: Please Vote!

NOVEMBER 9
Deadline to buy elk tags for

1st coast bull season

NOVEMBER 10
Coast bull 1st season opens;

 late SW deer bow season opens

NOVEMBER 11
Rocky Mountain elk 2nd 

season ends

NOVEMBER 13
Coast bull first season closes

NOVEMBER 16
Deadline to buy elk tags for

2nd coast bull season

NOVEMBER 17
Coast bull 2nd season opens;

Late NW deer bow season opens;
OHA Bend youth pheasant hunt, 

(541) 480-7323

NOVEMBER 23
Coast bull 2nd season closes

NOVEMBER 24
Late antlerless elk

bow season opens;
late Saddle Mt. deer
bow season opens

NOVEMBER 30
Season ends for bear in E. Oregon

Automated reporting 
system to be replaced
 Now that ODFW has adopted a $25 
penalty for failing to report harvest, hunt-
ers are going to need to report. Hunters 
can report online or by calling 1-866-947-
6339. The automated system used for 
hunters who report by phone will soon be 
replaced by customer service representa-
tives who can take hunt results over the 
phone, which should make things easier 
for any hunters who had trouble with the 
automated system.
 Reporting hunt results for all deer, 
elk, pronghorn antelope, cougar, bear 
and turkey tags purchased (even when 
tags go unfilled or the buyer never went 
hunting) has been mandatory for several 
years. ODFW needs the information to 
determine harvest and effort levels, es-
timate populations and set tag numbers. 
But last year, the fourth year of manda-
tory reporting with no penalty, results 
were reported on only 41 percent of tags 
purchased. Deer and elk tags are some of 
the most under-reported and information 
from these hunts is critical for setting tag 
numbers and seasons.

 

LOP meeting slated

 The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife has called together a number of 
organizations to discuss the Land Owner 
Preference Program in preparation for the 
program renewal next year during the 
legislative session.

Meeting held on trapping ban 

 Representatives from agriculture, 
timber, hunting, trapping and ranching 
met in Salem last month to discuss the 
recent filing of the Anti-Trapping Initia-
tive. The group continues to meet on a 
regular basis.

Walla Walla wolf collared

 ODFW biologists on Oct. 14 re-
captured OR10 from the Walla Walla 
Pack. The yearling female wolf weighed 
73 pounds and was in excellent condition. 
She had been previously captured as a 
pup in October of 2011 and was fitted 
with a VHF telemetry collar at that time. 
On this capture her telemetry collar was 
replaced with a GPS collar, which will 
assist ODFW in gathering much needed 
location data on this pack.

 

 

Entry 
deadline: 

Jan.6

Enter each 2012 Oregon bear and cougar tag you purchase 
in our drawing, and you could win some great optics 
prizes even if you don’t bag a bruin, or you let the cat out 
of the bag! Every successful bear or cougar hunter will 
win a print of “Hillside Bruin” (shown here) by Oregon 
artist Dave Bartholet (www.DaveBartholet.com), and 
one successful bear or cougar hunter will win a Redfield 
spotting scope! For complete contest rules log on to:

www.oregonhunters.org/cougarcontest

Enter OHA’s 
2012 Bear 
& Cougar 
Contest!


